
Program Overview

Opthalmic dispensing is a growing industry that serves 
an extensive retail network and involves the fitting and 
supplying of eyeglasses. The skillful preparation and 
fitting of corrective lenses is vitally important to the 
customer’s health and therefore, people entering this 
field require rigourous training. The optical sciences 
industry is retail-oriented, requiring practitioners to 
work and communicate well with the public.

Austin Community College District (ACC) has 
partnered with the Northern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in the delivery of this new program. NAIT 
is Canada’s largest technical institute, accommodating 
over 85,000 full-time and part-time students. Well-
established and operating in 23 countries, NAIT is a 
leader in technology-based education and has over 
100,000 alumni worldwide.

eyeglasses diploma
The Eyeglasses program is a two-year, independent 
study program that includes two years of academic 
study and a practicum. The 2000-hour practicum allows 
students to apply their knowledge and skills, while 
receiving on-the-job training and completing the clinical 
aspect of the program.

year one is designed to introduce students to 
mathematics, anatomy, physiology, and conditions of the 
eye. Emphasis will be placed on the use of instruments 
and tools, the adjustment of frames, available lens 
products, optics and analysis and interpretation of 
prescriptions. 

year two introduces the student to advanced optics,  
interpersonal skills, and lens finishing.  Continued 
emphasis will be placed on the use of instruments and 
tools, optics, available lens products, and analysis & 
interpretation of prescriptions.

DELIVERY METHOD
All courses are delivered online using the Blackboard 
e-learning system. Scheduled midterm and final exams 
are in printed format. 

NEW TO THE INDUSTRY?
Train as a healthcare professional•	
Earn a strong entry level salary•	
Gain rapid advancement within industry•	
Work while learning•	
Access to education is convenient and flexible•	

ALREADY EXPERIENCED IN THE 
INDUSTRY?

Apply your ABO or NCLE Certification to your  •	
	 first year of the Eyeglasses Diploma Program or the 	
	 Advanced Practice Contact Lens Program

Formal educational credentialing•	
Guaranteed to acquire new skills•	
Become better in your current practice•	
Access is convenient and flexible•	
Continue to work while you learn•	

FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS

Can experienced Opticians get credit for prior 
experience or training?

Yes, if an Optician is currently certified by the ABO, they 
will be given full credit for one year of the required two 
years necessary to earn a two-year diploma in Optical 
Sciences (eyeglasses). Following the granting of this 
Diploma, an Optician who is currently NCLE certified 
may also receive one year’s credit towards an additional 
two-year certificate in Contact Lenses.

What is the tuition?

Tuition is $2000 (US).

What are the entrance requirements?
You must be working in the field, under a supervisor 	•	

	 who is an optician, optometrist or ophthalmologist.
You need to provide proof of obtaining a High 		 •	

	 School diploma or assessed equivalent.
You need to submit two photos.•	
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START DATE

May 3, 2010

HOW TO REGISTER

All student registrations go 
through ACC.  Complete 
registration information  
can be found at:
www.austincc.edu/ce/register/

Program Contact

NAOMI CARROLL, RN, Ph.D.
Continuing Education Coordinator 
Professor Health Information 
Technology 

PH  512.223.7050 
EMAIL  ncarroll@austincc.edu
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